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DR. J. LIGON DUNCAN III is the Chancellor & CEO of Reformed 
Theological Seminary and the John E. Richards Professor of Sys-
tematic and Historical Theology. He served as Senior Minister of 
the historic First Presbyterian Church (1837) in Jackson, Missis-
sippi for 17 years (1996–2013). He is co-founder of Together for 
the Gospel, Senior Fellow of the Council on Biblical Manhood 
and Womanhood (having served as both Chairman of the Board 
and President) and was President of the Alliance of Confessing 
Evangelicals from 2004–2012. Dr. Duncan served as the Modera-
tor of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Amer-
ica (2004–2005). He studied at Furman University, Greenville, 
SC (BA); Covenant Theological Seminary, St. Louis (MDiv, MA, 
cum laude); and the University of Edinburgh, Scotland (PhD). 
Dr. Duncan has edited, written, and contributed to numerous 
books. He and his wife, Anne, have two children in college, and 
they reside in Jackson, Mississippi.

• Mark Abdo
• Todd D. Baucum
• Jackie Dean Gaston Jr.
• Shengmu Huang
• Vaidotas Ickys 
• Young Jae Lee
• Eduardo Martorano

• Jacob-Jan Matze
• Henry Bizwick Mtema
• Justin David Nobel
• Matt Powell
• Ben Van Liere
• Mark Wagenaar

GRADUATION LOCATION

COMMENCEMENT 
ADDRESS
by Dr. J. Ligon Duncan



PURITAN REFORMED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Graduation Ceremony
May 10, 2019  •  7:30 p.m.

Opening  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         Dr. Stephen Myers

Singing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                Psalter 134

Scripture Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   1 Timothy 1:3–5

Prayer

Singing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Gary Kwekel (Organ)
Psalter 374 (Psalm 135) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Stebbins
 

Commencement Address
Introduction of the Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Dr. Joel Beeke

WHAT ARE WE AIMING FOR IN MINISTRY?
1 Timothy 1:3–5  |  Dr. J. Ligon Duncan

Presenting the Graduates
Mark Abdo – Master of Arts
Todd D. Baucum – Master of Theology (in absentia)
Jackie Dean Gaston Jr. – Master of Theology
Shengmu Huang – Master of Divinity
Vaidotas Ickys – Master of Divinity
Young Jae Lee – Master of Theology
Eduardo Martorano – Master of Divinity
Jacob-Jan Matze – Master of Divinity
Henry Bizwick Mtema – Master of Theology
Justin David Nobel – Master of Divinity
Matt Powell – Master of Theology (in absentia)
Ben Van Liere – Master of Divinity
Mark Wagenaar – Master of Divinity

Awarding Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Dr. Jonathan Engelsma 
PRTS Board of Trustees Chairman

Personal Charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Dr. Joel Beeke

Closing Prayer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Dr. David Murray

Refreshments will be served in the chapel after the program.

Giving
Gifts for Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
    Please add me to your PRTS newsletter mailing list.
    Please receive this gift of $           for the fund designated.

    Pressing Operational Needs
    Scholarship Fund
    Student Housing
    Puritan Resource Center

Method of Payment
    Check/cash enclosed
    Please bill the above amount to my credit card.

Card # 	
Exp. Date 	    Security Code 	
Name 	
Address 	
	

Donations should be sent to:
PRTS

2965 Leonard Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525
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